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~c: Appeal ofJsJander Ea$t Pipeline Company, I,.IJ.C.; from the Objcction of the
Statc of Conn(.'Cticut) DcpaTt1n~-nt ofEnvjf(}nmental Prot(X,1jon) to the TSJi1l1d(,T
East Pip:eline Project. R~uest to!'.l.mmediate RecommenCemel1t of A~l!eal

Dear Mr. B~um:

~'e
the abov~~ a)
to the State

5igllifi(;i1Illl
once again (

Objection"
possible [In(

'epresent Islander East Pipclule COmpa11y, L.L.C. (..Islander East} in connection with
~pea} relating to the Islander East Pipeline Project ("Pro.ject") which has been rernandcd
)f Connecticut ("Col1necticut~') fi)r reconsideration of its determination in lighr of
iCW inll)mlali(m prest.'n(ed l() Connl:\;licul. By )(,1l(,T dalcd July 29,2003, Corulecticut
ienied Islandcr East's Rcqucst tor a Consistcncy Detennination (the "Second

In view ofthc Second Objcction, we believe that the ~tay ...houJd tern1inate a... $()()n as
, the instant appeal be recommenced.

In a<

Counsel of ]

Islander Il~
the Secre1:ar

p()~sible.

cordancc with thc Icttcrs of March 17, 2003 and June 2, 2003 fu)m the l)ltlcc of Gcncral
~ational Occanic and Atlnospheric Administration, the schedule f(}r thc c(}mplction of
[)s appeal will recommence upon notice fmm the Department of Commcrcc. Wc urgc
V of the DepaItment ofCommerce to noli Cy lhe panics (}frCCO111rncncement as quickly as
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)~s ~cntjol1cd above, on July 29th COlUlcclicut issuOO a Second Objection which i~ 12 pagcs
P11d rai.,,(,s points 11eW i1nd beyond those raise(1 in il.'i\ origjna) deluaJ of Octobcr 15, 2002. A copy 01'
the Sccond! Objection accompanies this letter for your c.onvmiencc. Accordingly, Islander East
intcnds !O~ PPlel.ncnt jts il1itiai brief, w~ich w~ previ~u~ly ~jled o,~ FchruaJy 10, 2()O3, 110 later than

August ~~0.2003 In rcsponse to COI)l1echcul'$ Second ObjCChon. Smcc we have cxhausted an

efforts lO o1vc this malter with Colmccticut withoUl a detcmljnation by the Secrct.ny, wc bcli~ve
marc slron y than evcr that Islander East's appeal should proccc<-1 cxpeditiously. As t'ar as
schcduljng,; wc proposc the following. (liven lhc lengthy public and agcncy CanUtlcnl periods wh1ch
have prol~ed since January 2003, we request thal the Sccrctary set datcs r()T the conclusion ofthc
public aJlld .gency coD11ncnt periods no later than Augu.~t 29,2003. Connccticut's initial brief
should h.~ fllcd by Septcmber 18,2003 with simullane<)U5 submission ofreply brief.o; no latcr than
October 1, ~O03.

1111 t .S veiIl, we would like to advisc thc Secretary that there have bccn over sixty public
hearings ,on:this Projcct to date al1d that there is anotllcr public hearing scheduled for August 5, 2003
in Connecti t bcfore the Arnly Corps of Engineers. We have lTC1I1~Cripts ofmany of t11e prior pub1ic
hcarings Ion the Proje(.1., as wcll~ and would bc happy to providc the Seccetary with ropie!' 011 cequcst.
It should al bc recOgni7.cd that the public has had an extensivc and C()ntinuing opportunity to
comnlent o thc Pro.jt:ct sincc January Oftllis year- In viL"W of the extellsivc public involvemcnt with
regard to th Project so t"ar, it is doubtful that a public hcaring by the Secretat'Y wjl1 produce ally
addition&1 canjngful infoffi)atjon and would only operatc to dclay the Secretary's considerdtioJ1 of
the nati()t1lal intcrest and whcther the national interest outweighs thc possjblc environmental impacts
ofthc Pr(1~ t. Accordingly, we wOuld urgt! that the Secrctary rely on the records of the ~xtensive

public hc.~tl8s regal-ding this Project conducted to date arld next week.

Th~ you t()r your considerati()11 with this request.

Very truly yours,

::1{ ~ rfmv-..A,~
Frank IJO Alnoroso
Nixon Peabody LLP
Altumcys l()r Islander East Pipclinc ('A)mpany, (,.L.C.

Fr~A:mm
~cc: Tho. as L. St~t()n) Jr., Esq.

DaNI Wnwl, E~q-
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